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stu rgeon SPeC| St Group The World Conservation Union
www.lucn.orglthemeslssclsgslsturgeon

September 25, 2005
Action Plan for the Conservation of Sturgeons in the Danube River Basin
To whom it may concern

The Sturgeon Specialist Group (SSG) is a global network of over 40 sturgeon
experts contributing to the conservation and sustainable use of sturgeons with
members in more than ten major sturgeon range states. The SSG was established
under the auspices of the Species Survival Commission of the IUCN — The World
Conservation Union. The SSG works in collaboration with various programmes
of IUCN, such as the Red List Programme, the Wildlife Trade Programme and
International Government and Non-government Organization. The SSG is well
positioned to address the threats facing sturgeon species throughout the world.

The TUCN/Sturgeon Specialist Group strives hard to employ all existing
scientific potentials and collaboration of researchers, scientists and all those
interested in sturgeons, in raising the awareness of the serious situation facing
sturgeons and convey the urgency and scale of conservation problems to the
public particularly sturgeon experts, students and policy makers to prevent the
extinction of these valuable species popularly known as living fossils.

The role of the SSG is to identify potential restoration projects, strengthen the
development and implementation of sound restoration projects and science-
hased monitoring of such projects within communities, and develop long-term,
ongoing national and regional partnerships to support community-based
restoration of sturgeon habitats across a wide geographic area.

The IUCN/Sturgeon Specialist Group therefore strongly recognizes and supports
the “Sturgeon Action Plan in the Danube River Basin”. We are assured that this
Action Plan will develop funding, technical assistance, workforce support or
other in-kind services for its successful implementation.

. nmad Pourkazemi (Assoe. Prof.)
Chain, IUCN/SSG

(‘7.7 Oﬁtfv'M-ZE’/f/V.‘

(1 Group

P. 0. Box 41635-3464, Rasht - Iran  Tel: +88 131 6606503 Fax: +98 131 6606502 E-mail: pkazemi_m@yahoo.com
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